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SSRI Turns 10, Celebrates Progress

In 2004 SSRI marked its ten year
anniversary in style, finishing two
community improvement proj-
ects and making significant
progress on many more.

SSRI completed its biggest and most complex proj-
ect to date, streetscape on Roswell Road between
Hammond Drive and Hilderband Drive. The $1.2
million retro-fit of an aging stretch of road was
funded by federal transportation grants, Fulton
County funds and private donations.

The pedestrian and business district beautification
project features wide sidewalks lined with brick,
landscaping and pedestrian lights. Utility poles and
lines were relocated away from the sidewalk. New
driveways and curb cuts to businesses will better
control turning traffic along the busy segment of
state highway.

SSRI also completed a neighborhood project in
Glenridge Hammond, a 500-home neighborhood
centered along Hammond Drive east of Roswell
Road. Traffic calming and enhancement measures
included 22 speed tables and two raised intersec-
tions made of Brussels Stone pavers.

“This 10th year was our most successful year and
we look forward to more of the same,” said Donne
Bland, SSRI Chairman 2000 - 2004.

In 2004 SSRI advanced other projects to ensure
another busy year ahead. Streetscape projects on
Roswell Road and Johnson Ferry Road and two
neighborhood improvement projects are slated for
construction in 2005. A design firm was selected to
draft pedestrian and bicycle lane improvements on
Sandy Springs Circle and Hammond Drive.

Looking at the Big Picture

Meanwhile, SSRI continues to set sights on the big
picture, too. While improvement projects are lined
up for construction, plans are being put in place to
improve transportation and provide incentives for

redevelopment in the business district.

A street grid study based on extensive public input
was completed in 2004 and then submitted to
Fulton County. The study recommends short term
and long term street grid improvements in the
central business district of Sandy Springs to give
residents alternatives to Roswell Road and the

heavier traveled roads used by com-
muters.

The Sandy Springs Tax Allocation
District (TAD) was established by
Fulton County in 2004. The TAD was
proposed by SSRI and the Sandy
Springs Business Association in 2003
to provide incentives for large-scale
redevelopment with public amenities
along the Roswell Road business cor-

New streetscape on the corner of ridor.
Roswell Road and Hilderbrand Road
visually enhances the area, provides
pedestrian safety and better man-
ages traffic to the businesses.

Other projects SSRI was involved
with in 2004 were the Northwood
Drive Community Association and
the Great Park at Morgan Falls. SSRI
is revising the Sandy Springs Overlay District and
applied for Livable Centers Initiative study funds for
the area south of I-285 to the Atlanta city limits.

For more information on SSRI projects and initia-
tives visit www.sandysprings.org/ssri

Blueprint II: Breaking New Ground, is a follow up to
SSRI's first Blueprint campaign begun in 1998 that raised about $1 million over five years.
Those funds were put toward community improvement projects and toward SSRI and SSBA
initiatives such as the Sandy Springs Tax Allocation District proposal.
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SSRI is pleased to announce significant pledges from
Northside Hospital and UPS in the early stages of a major
fundraising campaign that seeks to raise $1.25 million.
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PHASE II: BREAKING NEW GROUND

“The TAD was a success and it will be a great benefit for Sandy Springs, but those types of
efforts are costly,” said SSRI Executive Director Nancy Leathers.

SSRI and SSBA are non-profit organizations that depend on Fulton County funds, grants,
memberships and donations. The fundraising campaign is critical to SSRI and SSBA if they are
to continue to implement community improvement projects and seek out initiatives that will
benefit the community.

Businesses and individuals interested in making pledges may call Roger Donohue, Blueprint
Il Campaign Manager, at 404-236-8936.
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